Breeders' Briefcase

- In keaping with this month's “fleld” theme the BEC's guest columnist is

. Marityn C. Horn, who has been successfully breeding Fleld Champions fir
New Jersey, under the “Von Hom™ prefix for many years, We know you
will enjoy Marilyn's words of wisdom. Also included in this issue is Part

2 of Or. Susan Lautens excellent series on nutrition.

How To Breed Field Champlons
By M.C. Horn

| have been heard to facetiously suggest that
the first step to breeding Field Champions
is to get on horseback and watch dogs run
in field trials. This has been an important
element of my own success (9 or 10 FC's), but
this is a major simplification of the process,

In breeding for the field you must acquire
an appropriate bitch, {one who embodies
essential field instincts with a pedigree rich
in field talent and sound genetic health), In
Weimaraners, as most experienced breeders
have discovered, this is almost impossible.
| must admit that in my own breeding
pragram, | have at times sacrificed genetic
health, preferring to breed for extreme
field talent.

Before observing dogs at trials in an attempt
to select breeding combinations, a good
judging seminar (not the AKC's rules re-
hash) is certainly helpful. | was fortunate
to attend Delmar Smiths’ exceptional
seminar in the early 80's. What you have
to know before wou select a stud dog,
is the strengths and weaknesses of your
bitch, In the field these are less tangible
than in show breeding; being such things as
natural bird desire, pointing instinct, run
and also the hunting pattern the dog runs;
using the terrain, the wind and knowledge
of objectives, Some of these things can be
taught. For example, run can be extended
by proper training. Inborn pointing instinct
can be trained to complete staunchness
on point, and pattern can be learned to a
certain extent, by the experience of being
run on different grounds., An even less
tangible factor is what field trainers call
“handle”, which means how easily and how
much the dog cooperates with the handler,
Some dogs will only handle far their trainer.
Others, the dedicated bird dogs, will do it
for anyone who knows the basics of handling
and has at least a bit of acquaintance with

the dog. The last, most frustrating group
are those who have to be forced or coerced
to even give a minor amount of attention to
the poor soul trying to handle them.

It i necessary to know which of these
instincts and traits the dog was born with
and which were trained into the dog the
hard way. To really evaluate field dogs it is
preferable to watch them through puppy
and derby stakes and up to broke stakes.
Hatural talent is most obvious in the juvenile
stakes, and if it is properly handled, carries
over very well into the broke stakes, It
can be confusing to just watch dogs in the
broke stakes, as it is hard to distinguish
what comes naturally as opposed to what iz
trained into them. As an extra dimension, it
is very interesting to watch how a dog does
in open stakes with a professional trainer
as opposed to performance in an amateur
stake with an amateur handlier,

By theend of thislengthy process of selection,
a stud for your bitch is finally decided upon
and the breeding takes place, puppies come
in due time and grow to an age where they
can be tested for basic temperament by
some of the old tests originally formulated
for seeing eye dogs. These should include
interest in retrieving to a human, tests for
dominance or submission, pain sensitivity,
etc. Test pups with a bird wing on a fishing
pole to determine if they have pointing
instinct. Don't overdue on this test, as it
encourages sight pointing too much,

My own personal test for good hips is based
on watching for the first puppy to scramble
out of the whelping box. | think this works
fairly well, as | did start with dogs having less
than ideal hips and have produced several
from this beginning with OFA excellent
hips. | don’t place high importance on OFA
ratings. [t doesn't seem to correlate to the
best running dogs in the field. That seems o
depend on the inborn desire to find birds
{Continued on page 28)
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By Anne Taguchi, with photos by Gina Bosio & Shirley Nilsson

Whether you live in the city, have limited time, or lack experience, starting a
puppy in the field is something that any active Weimaraner owner can accomplish.
It does not matter if your goal is to make your puppy a future field trial competitor
who will later be campaigned by a pro, a personal hunting dog, or an occasional
hunt test competitor that you want to handle yourself.

Throw away the term “training” for now.We are going to talk about conditioning.
Everything we do with a puppy is to prepare him for adulthood and give him
the best chance to reach his full potential. The good news is that it's almost
exclusively about fun in the first year.

Your first order of business is to bond with your pup. Socialize him. Teach him
basic house manners and a recall. Play a lot of retrieving games. Did | mention
socialize him? Your pup should be well socialized to people and other dogs. Take
him everywhere and let him experience life. He should be exposed to as many
new things as possible, including running in many different fields. If you are in a
rural area, this is easy. In the city, you can take him to a local park in the early
morming when no one else is around. Find some hiking trails, a wildlife area, an
undeveloped lot or a business park complex. Be creative!

F'_"— _:'m You'll spend much of the first year
“happy timing” as Delmar Smith calls it.
: | Take your pup to one of the few fields
Arre { you have identified. The first few times
L you will be stumbling over your puppy.
lgnore him if he sticks by your side and
keep walking. Soon he will get bolder and
venture farther from you as he develops
mare confidence. Remember, your pup
can do no wrong. Chasing tweety birds,
| sniffing rodent holes, chasing rabbits,
rolling in mud, picking up sticks -great!
Find terrain where he has to cross a
creek, jump some downed trees or cross

TJJ.m,I:-uf:-,m'.-.—':f Were .mca izea 1o arﬂ'sw e a gulley'. He is gaining confidence.
breeder s home,

Shirley Hansen of Outdoor Kennels, who has started many Weimaraner puppies,
cautions that we must stay with our puppies, walking behind them, when they
are out running in a field. Pay attention to your dog. When you are hunting or
testing your dog, you will be focused on your dog, watching his body language.
He knows your eyes are on him. You are building teamwork with your puppy, and
your puppy needs to know that he can trust that you won't go running off on him.
By the same token, you must trust that your puppy will not run off either. Resist
the urge to talk to your puppy too much. You will break his concentration, and by
talking to him you will encourage him to come back to you. Do not worry; your
puppy will not run off!
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